Etiology and management of coagulation abnormalities in the pain management patient.
Coagulation abnormalities and bleeding disorders are frequently encountered in patients undergoing invasive procedures. These are of particular importance in the pain management setting where even small amounts of excessive bleeding can result in devastating complications. It is imperative that physicians treating those patients under-stand the basic concepts of coagulation and be able to identify and manage the common bleeding disorders. This article provides a brief overview of the coagulation system and describes the use of appropriate screening tests and management strategies to limit bleeding in pain management procedures.